Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord. 


See Report on Page 13 
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This pertains to the article “Space Satellites and 
the Tower of Babel” by George L. Britt which ap- 
peared in the April 14 issue of the Evangel. 

I have never criticized any article or book openly 
until I read the above mentioned article. I found 
his article had more discrepancies than actual truths. 
From his writings I have found errors in every 
paragraph. I believe that he may be a very good 
writer, but he made his mistake in choosing the 
wrong topic to write about. 

In the first paragraph of his article, he mistaken- 
ly calls man’s quest for a better life—which will 
eventually lead us to God’s kingdom on earth— 
the “pride of life.” 

Does Mr. Britt honestly believe that it will be man’s 
downfall to ascend God’s heaven of the planets? 
He leads us to believe that heaven is located at a 
specific spot (universe) materialistically speaking. Is 
not the universe but acreation of the Almighty God? 
His manifestations to be shared by man? How better 
way is there in glorifying His holy name if not by 
making use of His glorious work and praising Him 
for all His glories? How can we praise Him for all 
ot His glories if we cannot make use and indulge 
in them? Some do not recognize the true meaning 
of sharing God’s glories. But does this make the 
quest of man to better mankind wrong? I dare say 
thst it is not. Mr. Britt has contradicted his whole 
article by the scripture references of his own choos- 
ing (Psalm 19:1, 2 and Psalm 103:1). 

Mr. Britt downgrades the wisdom of the scientists, 
yet indulges in by-products of this same wisdom. 

My aim in writing this letter is not so much in 
criticizing Mr. Britt but primarily to open the eyes 
of the readers. —ROBERT D. LAMBERT 
APO 283, New York, N.Y. 

In speaking of a minister’s title, it is strange 
how often one sees a Church of God man as- 
suming “Reverend.” The word “‘reverend” occurs only 
once in the Bible. In Psalm 111:9 speaking of God 
it says: “Holy and reverend is His name.” The mean- 
ing of the word, according to Strong’s Concordance, 
is dreadful, frightful, terrible. 

Wouldn’t it be in much better taste for them to 
take “Pastor” or “Elder” instead? Of all titles, the 
very sweetest is “Brother.” Therein is shown the 
humble spirit, so becoming to the born-again child 
of God. —FRANCES BRODHEAD 
Miami, Fila. 


I enjoy the Evangel very much. “Five Worldly 
Pursuits” and “Shall We Lose Our Distinctives” were 
very good. I also love “Family Devotions.” Please 
pray for me to receive the Holy Ghost. 

God bless you. —MRS. J. O. DICKERSON, SR. 
Arley, Ala. 
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‘lee Spiritual Values 7 


By Donald Gibson 


E AMERICANS TAKE pride in the religious 

heritage of our nation, and rightly so. From 

the very beginning of our nation, deep religi- 
ous convictions have been basic to our democratic way 
of life. Our earliest forebears sought for a free world 
and found it. Yet the Colonists discovered that their 
freedom was hampered by a galling political yoke 
which, if permitted to dominate their lives, would 
have been no better than the oppression they had 
left in sailing to the new world. 

When the Declaration of Independence was adopted 
and signed in 1776, our nation took possibly the most 
decisive step in her history, either hitherto or since. 
Here was a document declaring our political and na- 
tional independence. Pervading the political structure 
of this declaration were grave religious convictions 
such as, “We hold... that all men .. . are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 
Happiness... .” and “. . . appealing to the Supreme 
Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions 
... with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine 
Providence. . . .” Such values have helped make and 
mold our religious heritage. 

Article I of the Bill of Rights has since been ap- 
pended to the Constitution of the United States in or- 
der to maintain the freedom of religion and worship 
that was so dear to our forefathers. Today our money 
bears the motto “In God We Trust”—a mute yet 
ecumenical testimony of the religious moorings of 
America. 

“Christian America” is, to the conservative, some- 
what of a misnomer, but we continue to use the phrase 
in contrast to the more than two billion of the earth’s 
inhabitants who are either pagan, atheistic, or non- 
Christian. And, too, despite our mammoth annual vice 
and crime rates, we still like to think that Christianity 
has an influence on our American way of life as a 
whole. 

Americans well know the meaning of national free- 
dom, having won and maintained it with the price 
of blood. The American people do not covet the like 
precious freedom of other nations. We stand opposed 
to imperialism and totalitarianism and cherish the 
peace that accompanies a true democracy. 


BUT WE SEE ANOTHER LAW 


WHILE WE REASSERT our national lib- 
erty and enjoy its tranquilities, we cannot help but 
see another law in the world waging war against the 
freedom we share. We have detected it on former 
occasions; notably, two World Wars and a Korean cri- 
sis marshalled our military might and won decisive 
victories on foreign soil before our homeland, too, was 
in jeopardy. 

Within the past few months we have been shocked 
by the resurgence of this law in the tactics and 
program of Soviet Russia. The news of‘the successful 
launchings of their Sputniks has brought a terrifying 
awareness that we have lagged in the quest for outer 
space. The Russians have decided it best to produce 
“more guns and less butter.” They are placing an un- 
precedented emphasis on science education and mili- 
tary preparation, especially in the field of ballistic 
missiles. 

Thus we see that this monstrous law, as we might 
call it, is as never before warring against our freedom 
and attempting to bring us into captivity. Our very 
survival is at stake, although we have not been direct- 
ly attacked. We are being forced to prepare for what 
might be a sudden attack. We are being forced to 
speed up our missiles program whether we want to or 
not. We also feel that we are being forced to ap- 
propriate large sums of money for the training of 

(Continued on page 12) 
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COVER PICTURE 


Home for Children trip-winners. Front row 
(left to right): Norman Rittenhouse, Linda Fau- 
ber, Ina Lee Hagen, Allen Kent, David Bridges, 
Martha Parker. Back row (left to right): Lewis 
Kellner, Paul Rittenhouse, Virgil Coggins, Glenda 
Andrews, Dianne Holcombe, and Carolyn Bridges. 
—See report on page 13. 
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By Mauldin Ray 
Lubbock, Texas 


Matthew 13:1-8 


PARABLE IS NOT to be taken for more than 
EB what it was intended—to enlighten. Christ’s 

Parables were diverse, but He aimed directly 
at one light. The intention of our Great Physician 
was to give several medicines for the same malady 
in several men, fitting His formula to the disposition 
of His patients. 

The soldier did not well understand similitudes 
taken from the husbandry, nor the husbandman 
from the war. The lawyer conceived not an allusion 
from medicine, nor the physician from the law. Home 
dwellers were ignorant of foreign matters; the quiet 
rural laborer did not trouble his head with matters 
of state. Therefore, Christ derived a parable from an 
army to teach soldiers, from legal principles to in- 
struct lawyers, from the field and sowing to speak 
familiarly to the husbandman’s capacity. 


There are three objects of attention in this parabolic 
discourse; namely, the sower, the seed, and the soil. 
The sower represents Christ or His ministers, but the 
sower is not the point of emphasis in the parable. 
The parable could not be complete without the seeds, 
but they are not the most important. The lesson for 
us comes not from these two, but rather from the 
soil. Thus, the illustration could well be called the 
parable of the soils. Christ said the sower represented 
the messenger of the gospel and that the seeds were 
the Word of God. 


Let us notice some ordinary qualities of seeds which 
make them symbolic of the Word of God, Ordinary 
seeds are covered with an outward coat. The life 
principle is hidden away from observation. So is the 
gospel. The words you hear or read are but the out- 
ward covering; there is an inward life principle. There 
are those who spend much time splitting hairs about 
Christianity; they are worried about outward form, or 
coating, but not the vital principles. Others ignore the 
outward form and say Christianity is wholly spiritual. 
Both, however, are necessary. The seed holds the life- 
giving property. You may enrich the soil if you will, 
but without the seed which holds this quality you 
cannot have life. 

Note the words, “A sower went forth to sow.” He 





the 


Sower 














was not particular as to where the seeds fell. How 
freely does God scatter His truth all over the world; 
it only has to be discovered. God’s truth is not found 
only in the Bible, for it does not even contain all the 
words spoken by Jesus. Truth can be discovered in 
the white lily afloat on the moss-covered swamp; truth 
can be seen in the falling of autumnal leaf; it can 
be heard in a baby’s laugh or felt in the touch of 
a mother’s Kiss. 

My comments shall be confined largely to the soils, 
for they signify the character of those who hear the 
Word of God. This diversity of the soil’s quality was 
found in one field. Everyone has placed himself in 
one of these categories. 


AS THE SOWER sowed, some fell by the 
wayside, which represents those who are hardened 
against truth. I am sure you will agree with me that 
the condition of the soils was not unalterably dif- 
ferent. It was an acquired disposition and not a 
natural characteristic. This soil had been trampled 
down by the feet that had gone across it. The seeds 
fell upon it, not into it. Every sermon an ungodly 
man hears, which leaves him in his condition of un- 
godliness, leaves him harder because of the pas- 
sage of the rejected Word of God over his heart. 

Christ said that as the sower sowed, some fell on 
stony ground and quickly sprang up. This type of 
soil certainly means emotional hearers of the Word 
who give a quick response to the message. However, 
things that are quickly started usually have a short 
life. Quick-sprouting herbs are soon-dying herbs. A 
shallow pond is up in waves under a breeze that 
raises no waves on the Atlantic, but it is calm again 
in a few minutes. Brush wood catches fire very easily 
and burns itself out quickly; coal takes longer to 
kindle but burns longer and is harder to put out. Note 
the joy with which the word was received. That in 
itself is revealing, for true reception does not first 
bring joy but sorrow that worketh true repentance. 
Emotions are in their place down in the engine 
room, but they make a poor pilot. 

As the sower continued to sow, some fell on thorny 

(Continued on page 10) 
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By Wade H. Horton 


Overseer of Mississippi 


That mission was “to seek and to save that 

which was lost” (Luke 19:10). He went about 
doing good, healing the sick, cleansing the leper, casting 
out devils and even raising the dead. Multitudes fol- 
lowed Him and were thrilled at His every word, for “no 
man had ever spoken like this man.” They marveled at 
the power and the authority with which He spoke. They 
wanted to make Him king, but He solemnly declared 
that His kingdom was not of this world. Near the close 
of His ministry when He felt that “Finished” would 
soon be written over His earthly pilgrimage and His 
work below completed, He placed full responsibility for 
continuance of His Church on earth in the hands of 
His few faithful followers. He left them four things 
that are set forth in my scripture text. 


(Cra: CAME into this world on a mission. 


I. HE LEFT THEM A SACRED TRUST. 


“He left His house” in the hands of His disciples. 
Everything that He held dear to His own heart He left 
in their care. He placed the obligation for gospel propa- 
gation upon the shoulders of this small insignificant 
group. What a tremendous task was entrusted to them! 
What a sacred trust! He told them to “occupy till I 
come”; that is, to carry on His business just as He 
would were He to continue His ministry on earth. He 
put heaven’s work into the hands of mortal men, spir- 
itual things in the care of carnal men; yes, divine 
business was transferred to weak finite humanity. He 
appointed them administrators of His business and 
ambassadors of good will to all men. He said, “As my 
Father hath sent me even so send I you” (John 20:21). 
He would say, in so many words, “I send you forth as 
lambs among wolves, but I want you to be as wise as 
serpents and as harmless as doves. I want you to feed 
my sheep but I also want you to go out into the high- 
ways and hedges and reach every soul before my re- 
turn (Luke 10:3, 14:23; Matthew 10:16). His command 
is go into all the world, “teach all nations, preach the 
gospel to every creature, even to the uttermost part 
of the earth” (Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:18; Acts 1:8). 

What a charge! What a challenge! This was a tense, 
awesome moment. Eleven weak, frail, discouraged, dis- 
illusioned men stood facing the mighty God and hear- 
ing Him say, “I’ve finished the job I came to do, but 
the reaching of the unreached all over the world is 
your work. When you finish this work, I will return” 
(Matthew 24:14). What was their reaction? They ac- 
cepted this sacred trust and went out to shake and 
shock the world of that day. It has been said, “Jesus 


Mark 13:34 


went up, the Holy Ghost came down, and the disciples 
went out.” They went out and the world felt the effect. 
In Mark 16:15 Jesus said, “Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” The twentieth 
verse says, “They went forth and preached every 
where. .. .” There were no questions asked and no 
quibbling about salary, position, or prestige; but with 
the command of their Captain fresh in their ears and 
the whitened harvest field before their eyes, they went 
forth preaching everywhere and it was soon said of 
them, “These that turn the world upside down have 
come hither also” (Acts 17:6). 


We rejoice when we read what the apostolic church 
did, how they loved not their lives unto death, and 
nothing stopped them in carrying out the orders given 
by their Lord. But we should not forget that we, too, 
are equally responsible in carrying out the great com- 
mission. We must not reject our portion of suffering 
and sacrifice, nor neglect any opportunity to help in 
this all-out-world-evangelism program of the church. 
Every born-again believer must rededicate his time, 
his money, and his talent so that the One who gave us 
this sacred trust will not be disappointed with our 


work when we stand before Him on that all-important 
day. 


II, HE LEFT THEM SACRED TOOLS. 


My text says, He “gave authority to his servants.” If 
Christ had left them to fight their own battles, they 
would not have lasted one week. If He had left them 
alone to “paddle their own canoe,” they would never 
have reached all Jerusalem much less the uttermost 
part of the earth. To fight alone with weak, finite, 
carnal, human efforts and ingenuity would be futile 
and hopeless and could only end in despair. But, thank 
God, He did not leave them without weapons with 
which to march into the enemy’s territory and snatch 
brands from the burning flame. He left them three 
tools; namely, the Spirit, the Word, and the power of 
prayer. In Acts 1:8 the Scripture declares, “Ye shall 
receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you. ...” This word power means dynamite or author- 
ity. The Commander-in-Chief is saying, “When the 
Spirit comes He will endue you with spiritual power 
and authority over every foe so that you may effective- 
ly preach and evangelize the whole world.” Let it be 
reverently said here that we cannot use the Spirit of 
God, but that He can and does use us in this business 
of winning souls for the Master. 

(Continued-on page 11) 
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In the spring of 1952 Rev. and Mrs. Clyde Stinson 
settled in San Jose, California, as Lee College students 
with a vision and zeal to establish a Church of God 
in an untouched Catholic city. The first service was 
held in this industrial town on June 9, 1952, in a 
back-street store building, and a church was sub- 
sequently organized on November 29, 1952, with eight 
members. After four years of diligent labor and un- 
daunted courage which brought a small congregation 
through numerous moves from store building to store 
building, God answered prayer and a beautiful church 
edifice became available for the seemingly unattain- 
able price of $50,000.00. To most this building wouid 
be out of the question—particularly for a small con- 








Interior of church facing rear 





Youth Hall 





Interior of church facing front 









































OF A WEST COAST 














By PAUL L. WALKER 
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gregation—but the Stinsons were not to be denied the 
Lord’s will. In an act of faith and trust in prayer, 
Brother Stinson and his faithful congregation nego- 
tiated the money to pay cash for the realization of 
their vision. Now, the Church of God in San Jose 
worships in the beautiful building pictured, which is 
appraised at $78,000.00. 

Realizing that a church building is not the only 
necessity to continual growth, the people of San Jose 
have been very active in building their church mem- 
bership and Sunday School attendance. In four years 
they have progressed from eight members to a present 
extraordinarily faithful and staunch membership of 
fifty-three with a Sunday School attendance averag- 





Junior Department Sunday School 





Girls’ singing group 


ing over 100. While yet in the store building the 
hard-working members won the state Sunday School 
Contest with an average attendance of over 200 in a 
seating capacity of seventy-five. This zeal and deter- 
mination has now been rewarded in the spacious new 
plant which offers an auditorium seating 300 with 
sixteen Sunday School rooms, a nursery, fully-equipped 
kitchen and youth hall. 

San Jose stands as a symbol of progress in the 
West, for in this portrait is revealed the vision of 
Rev. Clyde Stinson who—like the ministry of the West 
in general—is not afraid to sacrifice, work with his 
hands, pray, fast, and visit to see the Church of God 
move forward in its most fertile field—the West. 





The Bible Class with teacher James Henning 








“And I beheld another beast coming up out of the 
earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he 
spake as a dragon,” Revelation 13:11. 


nant with the first beast are fulfilled, bring- 

ing the world political gentile system to the 
middle of the week. The breaking of the second seal 
by the Lamb will bring in the dispensation of the 
last three and one-half years of the great tribulation, 
the reign of the second beast under the power and 
influence of the first beast. 

The first beast is in his royal glory, and has become 
the “Messiah God” to Israel. The beast sits in the 
temple as God, shewing himself that he is God, and 
is worshiped in the temple sanctuary. 

In the vision, the “temple and 
THE TEMPLE RESTORED the altar” are measured, but 

the court which is without 
was under the gentile order. Temple worship for the 
Jews is restored under the covenant agreement, which 
agreement is for seven years, the week of years. The 
agreement of temple sacrifice will be the first agree- 
ment of the covenant to be deleted. We use the word 
deleted because it will not be by force of arms, but by 
deception; the beast will be accepted by the Jewish 
people as their “Messiah.” 
The second beast will come 
up out of the earth, not the 
grave, but out of the Con- 
federated political empire. “He will exercise the power 
of the first beast,” only as having authority with 
the first beast, being second only to the first beast. 
His reign will not in any manner demise the 
and power of his superior, but will tend to fu 


be: ORTY-TWO MONTHS of the one-week cove- 


THE SECOND BEAST 


his superiority. We may draw for you a picture that _ 


is in similarity with the reign of the second beast: 
Joseph became ruler over all the land of Egypt, he 
was the head of the commercial-social system of the 
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(Series 2) 


By Clyde C. Cox 


empire; he was second only to the king. In the same 
category the second beast will reign. He will head the 
gentile world commercial system, and be second only 
to the first beast. 


This power to perform mira- 
preci tea cles denotes that he has pow- 

er also from the red dragon. 
He will be devil-possessed and will act as the two 
magicians, Jannes and Jambres, that withstood Moses. 
The magicians by the power of enchantment (be- 
witching sorcerer charms) performed miracles; so will 
the beast perform miracles “with all power of de- 
ceivableness, and lying wonders.” These will be the 
“strong delusion” that God said He would send, that 
they should believe a lie and be damned (2 Thes- 
salonians 2:11, 12). 

The miracles will be performed in the “sight of the 
beast” and his subjects. By the miracles of enchant- 
ment and demon power, the first beast will be able 
to sound a proclamation that the second beast is 
also a god come down unto the people, and he will 
head the commercial system, bringing greater wealth 
and prosperity to the world. This will be a high day 
in Jerusalem; the royal coronation of the second king, 
the beast out of the earth. The power invested in 
him is equal to that of the first beast, with the 
exception of the priestly functions. 


The covenant agreement con- 
tains provisions for freedom 
of worship in the newly re- 
built temple. The first act of the second beast will 
be to replace the worship of the first beast with an 
image of his excellency. In reading between the lines 


THE IMAGE WORSHIP 


nome! verses 14 and 15, “that they should make an image 


to the beast” and in the next passage “he had power 
to: give life unto the image,” the phraseology so states 
that the image was made and placed in the temple. 
Why was the image to replace the beast in the temple 
worship? He foresees in the near future the return 
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Clyde C. Cox is well 
known in the Church of 
God as a pastor, evange- 
list, state overseer, Su- 
preme Council member 
and writer. He has al- 
ready published one 
book, “The Great Tribu- 
lation”; and his second 
book will be off the press 
this fall, entitled, “An 
Apocalyptic Com men- 
tary.” The Evangel is 
happy to present this 
beg of prophetic stu- 

es. 


of the Christ King to earth, and he must make ready 
to intercept Him. In order to offer greater resistance 
he has placed the second beast over the commercial 
system of his kingdom, and the ten kings over his 
army. He himself will direct the state affairs of the 
political system; he must act under the sovereignty 
of a king, and not as a high priest; the image re- 
places him in the temple sanctuary, and is devil- 
possessed. 


The image worship becomes compulsory. Why the 
need of force? The Jews see that they have been 
deceived into believing that the beast was the Mes- 
siah. The agreement is broken as foretold in prophecy, 
“and in the midst of the week he shall cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease” (Daniel 9:27). 
And the “overspreading of abominations” of the beast 
kingdom will fill the earth. Only the remnant of the 
Jews, in number 144,000, will reject the image worship 
and turn to the two prophets who are now in the 
earth, having power with God to perform miracles at 
will. “Worship the image or be killed.” We have here 
similarities of the forced image worship ordered by 
the king of Babylon. All fell down at the sound of the 
music, with the exception of the three Hebrew slaves 
from Jerusalem; the fiery furnace was heated seven 
times hotter, but their God delivered them. So will 
Christ deliver the remnant that serve Him, from the 
beast and death. 


The beast gives life to the 
image, and the image is both 
able to speak and cause as 
many as would not worship the image of the beast 
to “be killed.” This giving of life is the rebirth of 
ecclesiastical Babylon, the great city revived, called 
the woman harlot. The idolatrous act of “marriage of 
state and church” of A.D. 325 is here reacted under 
the beast, the god of the image vision, feet and ten 
toes. The A.D. 325 marriage of church and state 
brought about 1,260 years of the “imperial papacy 


THE IMAGE SPEAKS 


system” that put down religion of all faiths through: 
out the world, and is known as the Dark Ages. 


The evidence here bears fact that the beast has 
set up a “Gestapo secret police force” to screen out 
all untrue subjects of the kingdom, and bring them 
before the “firing squad.” The speaking image is the 
voice of demons, the red dragon that gave power to 
the first beast has power to speak through beast and 
men, and now the image. The image is the likeness 
of the first beast, and his voice is like the voice of a 
lion, speaking with boldness and authority. The voice 
of the image will imitate that of the beast, and must 
speak with wisdom and understanding. “The voice of 
Jacob and the hands of Esau” will not suffice. 


Temple worship is now in a 
mass of confusion, the rem- 
nant has broken off with the 
image worship. All freedom has been taken away; the 
image worship is made mandatory. The breaking of 
the covenant with the Jews will bring about the con- 
version of the 144,000 out of the twelve restored 
tribes. Not only will the remnant refuse to fall down 
in conceding to the force image worship, but a 
“great multitude” which no man could number, of all 
nations, kindreds, people, and tongues, stood before 
the throne clothed in white robes; “these are they 
which came out of great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb (Revelations 7:9-14). 


The “trademark” of the beast 
comes about through the de- 
partment of the commercial 
system. Prosperity has flooded the earth, and all this 
has the beast kept in his heart against the day when 
he becomes the world dictator. It is an order of 
force, to compel all nations to worship the beast and 
his image. The second beast will formulate a policy 
or trade agreement, that in order to buy and sell all 
must have the mark of the beast. The “trademark” 
could be either the “name of the beast,” or the 
“number of his name,” or his “mark.” (Revelation 
13:17.) The location of the mark is to be in the 
right hand or in the forehead, and the impression 
will be made by a stamping method, or embedded 
with a branding device. One would hardly carry 
around a loose mark in his right hand or in his 
forehead. The mark will be required not only upon 
the purchaser, but also upon all goods purchased. 


Participating in commerce—buying and selling—is 
the pride of the Jewish people; they must necessarily 
concede to the new requirement and accept the 
“trademark” of the beast in order to carry on trade 
with others. This means they will be compelled to 
concede also to the image worship. The rationing 
stamp system employed during World War II and the 
NRA “Blue Eagle,” symbol was a true expression 
without words of the commercial system “trademark” 
of the beast kingdom during the great tribulation. 
The people could not purchase food, shoes, sugar, gas, 
tires and any number of merchandise items, without 
a stamp having the proper mark upon it. If that can 
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MARK OF THE BEAST 
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happen in our country of freedom, it can happen 
anywhere, especially during the great tribulation. 


They are two prophets sent 
from God and will appear 
near the time of the revela- 
tion of the second beast. They will continue for forty- 
two months, the same period of time assigned to the 
second beast. The mission of the prophets will be to 
preach to the Jewish nation the message of deliverance 
through the Lamb. The Jews have their choice; they 
may choose the image worship or turn to God through 
His Son Jesus Christ. He stands at the door and 
knocks; if they will open the door, He will come in 
and sup with them (Revelation 3:20). A very small 
number will reject the image worship and the mark 
of the beast; considering the great nation of the Jews, 
only 144,000 will stand alone against the beast. The 
remnant of the Jews will heed the message of the 
two witnesses, and God will seal them against any 
attack of the beast, and against the wrath with which 
God will plague the kindgom. 

The two prophets are two men of distinguished 
character; they are “the two anointed ones, that 
stand by the Lord of the whole earth” (Zechariah 
4:13, 14). Also these are the “two olive trees, and 
the two candlesticks” (Revelation 11:4). Who are 
they? 


THE TWO WITNESSES 


Moses is not to be confused 
MOSES, THE LAWGIVER as one of the witnesses. His 

appearance with Elijah dur- 
ing the transfiguration of Christ (Matthew 17:1-3) 
is no reasonable proof that Moses will be one of the 
two prophets. It is true that Moses was referred to as 
a prophet of the Lord (Deuteronomy 34:10) and did 
foretell of Christ (Acts 7:37). However, Moses did 
die (Deuteronomy 34:5, 6), and this one timely death 
will precisely decide against him as one of the two 
prophets that are to be killed. It is appointed unto 
men “once to die” (Hebrew 9:27), and after death 
they are equal unto angels and neither can they die 
any more (Luke 20:36). 


The two men that once lived 
upon the earth as other 
men live, and have not as 
yet suffered the appointment with death are Enoch 
and Elijah. They were both translated—the word in 
its original meaning “to remove to heaven without 
death”—that they should not see death. The phrase 
“should not see death” is not to be confused; there is 
no contradiction here. The term means that they 
should not see death according to the nature of man. 
Between earth and heaven there are two stages man 
must go through; he must die, and then be resur- 
rected in order to enter the heavenly sphere. Both 
Enoch and Elijah bypassed death and the resurrection 
stages of man, No one will eternally escape death 
and the resurrection; the two witnesses are to be 
killed and raised from death the third day (Revela- 
tions 11:7-12). Enoch and Elijah are the only two 
men now living without death conquering them. Only 
two major events which include the word translation 
are recorded in the Bible, the translation of Enoch 


ENOCH AND ELIJAH 
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(Genesis 5:23, 24; Hebrew 11:5) and the translation 
of Elijah (2 Kings 2:11). 


The beast will rise up full of 
a indignation against the 
preaching of the two witness- 
es, and will wage war against them and will kill 
them. Their dead bodies will not be allowed to be 
put into graves, but will lie in the streets of Jerusalem 
for three days and an half. The killing of the two 
will bring upon Jerusalem a great catastrophe, a 
mighty earthquake will split the city and the tenth 
part will fall. In the earthquake 7,000 men will be 
slain, and the remnant will be frightened and give 
God praise. 
Out of the mouth of the red 
dragon, and out of the mouth 
of the two beasts come frogs 
which are the spirits of devils working miracles. These 
three are the trinity of hell, and by the demons’ 
performing of miracles will deceive the people into 
believing that the ten kings with the kingdom army 
will be able to defeat the coming King of glory in the 
Armageddon battle. These three in their 
demon power cover the whole earth and deceive the 
nations of the earth with their pernicious doctrine, 
and all the world wonder after them. 


TRINITY OF HELL 





THE SOWER 
(Continued from page 4) 


ground, which represents preoccupied hearers. The 
thorns perhaps had been cut down, for the seed 
reached the soil. However, the thorns’ roots still rested 
firmly, later to spring up with the plants. Christ 
said this represented the cares of life and the de- 
ceitfulness of riches. 

Greek mythology tells of one who, being offered a 
valuable reward if successful in a race, resolved to 
outstrip all competitors. But alas she did not! And 
why? Because enemies continued to fling pieces of 
gold just before her. The temptation was too strong; 
for as often as she saw the glittering coins, she 
stopped to pick them up and so lost the prize. 

The cares of life and the deceitfulness of riches 
are the same sin. They differ not in kind, but in 
degree. It is not this “world” in itself, but the “cares” 
of this world that destroy. It is not “riches,” but the 
“deceitfulness” of riches that chokes the Word. These 
two sins seem opposite, but really they are the same. 
The man who is burdened with the cares of poverty 
and the man who is deceived by the false promises 
of wealth are really the same man. The former is 
the other turned inside out. 

As the sower sowed, some seed fell on good ground 
which is typical of a prepared or receptive hearer. 
The ground was loose, thus unlike the wayside; it was 
deep, thus unlike the stony places; it was clean, thus 
unlike the thorn patch. The growth from this soil 
is precious because the process is dangerous. In the 
soil of the heart is found all the nutriment of spirit- 
ual life, and all the nutriment of weeds and poisons 
































which destroy spiritual life. And it is this which makes 
Christian character, when complete, a thing so in- 
estimably precious. 

There are many things valuable, not because of the 
materials from which they are made, but from the 
risk and difficulty of bringing them to perfection. 
The speculum of a large telescope illustrates this. If 
in its casting there is too much or too little heat, 
the interpolation of a grain of sand, a slight altera- 
tion in the temperature of the weather, all goes to 
pieces. It must be recast. Therefore, when one is 
successfully finished it is a matter worthy of con- 
gratulation. More difficult still than the costliest part 
of the most delicate instrument is the completion of 
Christian character. 

Remember that no parable teaches everything. 
Hardened paths, rocks, and thorns, of themselves 
cannot change; but by the help of God let us turn 
up paths, blast away the hidden rock, root out the 
thorns, and let the Sower and His Seed come into 
our hearts. 





FOUR THINGS CHRIST LEFT HIS CHURCH 
(Continued from page 5) 


The Word is a mighty tool (a sword, says Hebrews 
4:12) in the hand of an anointed servant of God. Je- 


’ gus said, “The words I speak unto you, they are spirit 


and they are life.” It was Peter’s sermon at Pentecost 
that brought conviction to the hearts of his hearers, 
and it was Philip’s sermon in Samaria that brought 
salvation, miracles, and joy to that city. (Acts 2:37; 
8:6-8.) God has chosen that men should be saved 
through the foolishness of preaching the gospel. (1 Co- 
rinthians 1:21.) Revivals come through preaching the 
Word. 

There is almost limitless power in prayer. Jesus told 
His Church, “If ye abide in me and my words abide 
in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done 
unto you” (John 15:7). He did not say this to just 
Paul, Peter, D. L. Moody, or Charles Finney, but “If 
you, [the church], will abide in me and my words 
abide in you, you may ask what you will and it shall 
be done unto you.” There is no excuse today for in- 
effective evangelism. Our Master has placed sufficient 
tools into our hands. He has given us full authority to 
use these weapons in His name. We can use these tools 
and go out into the forest and bring cedars of Lebanon 
to be used as pillars in the house of God. We can dig 
into the blackened pits of this earth for rubies and 
diamonds to shine in the Kingdom of God. We can 
reach into the quagmires and dungeons of sin and 
rescue filthy, warped, sinful characters and see them 
become clean Christians, washed as white as snow in 
the precious blood of the Lamb. 


III, HE LEFT THEM A SACRED TASK. 


My scripture text says, He “gave every man his 
work.” In this great New Testament church program, 


every individual has a job to do. No one is left out. He: 


gave talents to His servants—some five, some two, and 


others one. Every man had at least one talent. Christ 
provides no “stool of do nothing” or “hammock of 
leisure” for lethargic or lazy saints. To all loafers He 
directs the same question, “Why stand ye here all the 
day idle?” (Matthew 20:6). He condemns idleness b2- 
cause there is so much work to be done. Many honest, 
sincere Christians are hesitant to venture into the 
work their hearts are burdened to do. The fear of 
failure haunts their every step. We should remember 
that God expects only our best, however inferior it 
might be to some others. God has had some great and 
prominent men. While this is true, He has had thou- 
sands who were not so notable and conspicuous. Where 
there is an outstanding Apostle Peter, there is an al- 
most always an obscure and retiring Andrew. To his 
everlasting credit, he “brought Peter to Jesus.” Where 
you have a Paul, there is always a Silas (John 1:40-42); 
an Aaron stood beside Moses; Moody had a Sanky to 
sing; Billy Sunday had Homer Rodeheaver; and Billy 
Graham has his George Beverly Shea. These “lesser 
men” do not shine so brightly as the greater men but, 
thank God, they help them to shine. 


Some have said, “If I could sing or preach like (their 
eyes are on some famous personality) him, I wouldn’t 
mind working for Christ. He does not want us to be 
like someone else. He wants us to be ourselves. What- 
ever our hands find to do, we should do it with all our 
might. There is a beautiful picture in the eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews. The writer gives the names of 
the mighty heroes in God’s Hall of Fame. He names 
Enoch, Abel, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Gid- 
eon, Samson, Samuel and David; but He goes on to 
say in the thirty-sixth verse, “And others had trials of 
cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds 
and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn 
asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they 
wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being 
destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world 
was not worthy).” The names of the “and others” group 
were not mentioned, but in God’s great Book on high 
their records were kept meticulously. Some day God 
will reward them along with the ones whose names 
were recorded. 


Many seemingly untalented and insignificant people, 
in my sincere opinion, will receive a greater reward 
on that day than some who are always in the limelight. 
If we serve where God puts us, even though unnoticed 
and unpraised, He sees us and will repay us for services 
rendered on that great rewarding day. The good Sama- 
ritan, though despised and ostracized by many of his 
day, did what the more honorable men (Priests and 
Levites) would not do. The widow timidly placed two 
mites in the collection box, but they weighed more 
than all the silver and gold received that day. The 
prayer warriors who pray with burdened souls and 
tear-stained eyes, the “willing givers” who sacrifice 
money they need to God’s cause, the missionaries who 
are giving their very lives, singers and musicians who 
sing and play with songs and sobs in their souls—all of 
God’s faithful workers will on that day, midst the 
thundering ovations of heaven, hear the same words, 
“Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” 
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IV. HE LEFT THEM A SOLEMN WARNING. 


The text declares, He “commanded the porter to 
watch.” The next three verses following the text ex- 
plain why He commanded watchfulness. In verse 35 
He advises them that the time of His return would 
not be known and verse 36 warns them to beware 
“Lest coming suddenly He find them sleeping.” This 
was indeed a solemn warning, but it was not only to 
them. It was also a warning for us today. Verse 37 
tells us, “And what I say unto you, J say unto all, 
watch.” He cautioned them to keep vigil, to be on the 
lookout, to stand guard, to be always alert and ex- 
pectant, and to take special precautions lest His com- 
ing catch them unaware. 

Watch, first, lest He come and find us idle with no 
sob in the soul and no seed or sickle in our hand. The 
heaviest load carried by the church today is the weight 
of idle “do nothing” members. Their theme song is 
“There is nothing for me to do,” or “I do not know 
what my work is and do not have enough talent to do 
the job if I did know.” There is no excuse for not 
knowing God’s will nor for neglecting it. Too many 
seek the blessings and shun the burdens. They want 
the joy of the Lord but refuse any iob offered that has 
a heavy load. A religion that is all worship and no 
work is no good. If we shout for Him we should also 
shine for Him. We ought to be as willing to work as to 
worship. A woe has been pronounced upon those who 
are “at ease in Zion” (Amos 6:1). What a tragedy! At 
ease in Zion! Sleeping while souls are slipping through 
our fingers into hell! To the man or woman who hides 
or buries a God-given talent, there can be only one 
verdict—guilty in the first degree. Guilty of hindering 
and impeding the program of world-evangelism and 
guilty of refusing to lend a helping hand to earth’s 
perishing population! 


To read the stern denunciation of the slothful serv- 
ant from the lips of our Lord (Matthew 25:14-30) 
should awaken us to an all-out effort lest we receive 
the same judgment. He called Him a servant, but He 
called him a wicked and slothful one. Here are the 
scathing words from the mouth of the Master, “And 
cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” How 
a Christian can be careless and unconcerned in the 
light of the lost all around us, when multiplied mil- 
lions have never yet heard one message of salvation, is 
a mystery to any consecrated and sacrificing saint. 
Our Lord has declared, “And, behold, I come quickly; 
and my reward is with me, to give every man according 
as his work shall be” (Revelation 22:12). We must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ to receive 
our just portion according to the deeds done in the 
body (Romans 14:10; 2:6). 

Watch, second, lest He come and find the work un- 
finished. There is a tremendous job yet to be done. 
Millions are groping sin’s dark night without one ray 
of hope. Nearly eighteen hundred languages and dia- 
lects have no Bible or missionary. “The harvest truly 
is plenteous but the laborers are few” (Matthew 9:37). 
Let us not say, “There are yet four months [plenty of 
time] to harvest,” but let us heed the command of 


12 


Christ to “look on the fields; for they are white already 
to harvest” (John 4:35). The wise man said, “He that 
sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame” 
(Proverbs 10:5). All who have foolishly slept during 
this last day harvest will be embarrassed at His 
appearing. 


CONCLUSION: Let every twice-born believer enlist 
in this all-out-world-evangelism campaign and get 
equipped with either sword, sickle, or gospel seed to go 
out as lights in this lost world, bringing peace to per- 
plexed sinful souls until every nation, tongue and peo- 
ple can shout, “Jesus Saves, Jesus Saves.” 





WILL AMERICA RETAIN HER SPIRITUAL 
VALUES? 
(Continued from page 3) 


scientists. And all of these recent intensified efforts 
have resulted from a fear that has been motivated 
from without. 

Perhaps we are only responding to a crisis as we 
have in times past, but now only in much greater 
proportions. Our reaction, to be sure, is to preserve 
our treasured freedom. And we would question, “Is it 
wrong to fight for that which is right?” 


A SUBTLE PARADOX 


The real danger facing America is in the form of 
a paradox. It is not whether we can muster enough 
ingenuity and missiles to survive or conquer. The fact 
is that we can excel and conquer in the realm of the 
military and in the meantime lose that Christian 
heritage and those spiritual values that have made us 
what we are. 


A leading educator recently sensed this danger and 
made the following timely inquiry: “But if, in our 
outer-space hysteria, we should insist that our chil- 
dren become locked together in a dance of hatred 
with a passion to destroy our enemies, if our schools 
should become mere knowledge factories, we will be- 
come more like that which we fear. If the torch 
of spiritual light which is our heritage should flicker 
and die, what would be left worth fighting for?” 
(Journal of the National Education Association, Feb- 
ruary, 1958). Should we become “more like that which 
we fear”’—godless and atheistic Communism—vwe shall 
not have won. Should we, in this mad race for space, 
glorify knowledge without character, industry with- 
out morality, science without humility, and the mili- 
tary without faith in God, our freedom will have 
vanished. 

In conclusion, the crucial questions which we should 
now face are these: Will we hold tenaciously to our 
Christian heritage and spiritual values in face of the 
Communist threat? Will we appeal as did our valiant 
forebears to the “Supreme Judge of the world” to help 
us? Do we stand “with a firm reliance on the protec- 
tion of Divine Providence”? 

May God help Americans to do even as their fa- 
thers; else we lose in the winning. 





























Home for Children Banquet 


A banquet for the Church of God 
Home for Children was held Sep- 
tember 26, 6:30 p.m., at the 
S & W Cafeteria in Knoxville, Ten- 
nessee. The banquet was sponsored 
by Mr. Virgil Smith and family, 
Dr. and Mrs. L. G. Caylor, the Bank 
of Sevierville, and Mr. Ed Shep- 
herd. A hundred gallons of gas was 
given by each of the following oil 
companies: Texaco, Shell, Esso and 
Gulf. Sinclair Oil Company gave 
$50.00. All of the gas will be used 
for making trips for twelve of the 
children who were elected to rep- 
resent the Home in the following 
territories: Washington, D.C.; New 


York City. Glens Falls, Niagara 
Falls (New York); and Nashville, 
Tennessee. The four children, fif- 
teen years of age-and above, who 
will be going to New York, are 
Paul Rittenhouse, Ina Lee Hagan, 
Glenda Andrews and Virgil Cog- 
gins. The children between the ages 
of twelve and fourteen who will 
be going to Washington, D.C., are 
Norman Rittenhouse, Carolyn 
Bridges, Dianne Holcombe and 
Lewis Kellner. The children in the 
age group eight and eleven who 
won the se trip to Nash- 
ville are David Bridges, Martha 
Parker, Allen Kent and Linda 
Fauber. 

The banquet was given this year 


by Mr. Virgil Smith and Dr. Caylor; 
and we wish to thank Mr. William 
F. Dych, Gatlinburg; Gibson Barb- 
ers of Sevierville; Hatcher Broth- 
ers and Connie’s Florist Shop, 
Strawberry Plains, Tennessee; for 
their contributions to this banquet. 
Transportation was furnished by 
the Sevier County School System, 
and all programs were donated by 
the Church of God Publishing 
House, Cleveland, Tennessee. 

Reverend Bennie Triplett was the 
evening speaker. Reverend Triplett 
is Sta Youth Director for the 
Churches of God in Tennessee. He 
also spent several years in the 
Church of God Home for Children, 
and has recently been chosen as 
master of ceremonies for the 
national broadcast to be sponsored 
by the Churches of God all across 
America. 

Out-of-town guests were: Rev. and 
Mrs. Earl P. Paulk, Rev. and Mrs. 
H. D. Williams, Rev. and Mrs. A. M. 
Phillips, Rev. and Mrs. Charles W. 
Conn, Rev. and Mrs. Lloyd Jones, 
all of Cleveland, Tennessee; Rev. 
and Mrs. C. H. Webb, Rev. and 
Mrs. Grady Alford, and Rev. and 
Mrs. T. W. Day, all of Knoxville; 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Watson and 
daughter, and Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Ashcraft, of Atlanta, Georgia. 











by ¥ Great State Camp Mecting 
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The Virginia state convention 
and camp meeting convened July 
1-6 at the Roanoke campground. 
This was the second year in the 
new tabernacle on the 45-acre site. 
From the opening service to the 
last, the con: 4 gh grew in num- 
bers each night to fill to capacity 
all available seating, with standing 
room at times at a premium. 

The program arranged and con- 
ducted by our state overseer, Rev. 
J. D. Bright, was one of the best 
as each speaker responded to the 
presence of the Holy Ghost, whose 
presence was with us in every serv- 
ice. The night speaker, Rev. Willis 
Lankford, of N. C., reached out 
to the congregation with convinc- 
ing results as seen by the response 
to the call to seek God. Night after 
night the 48 feet of altar filled 
to overflowing. Untold blessings 
came to the seekers. It was esti- 
mated that there were 60 saved, 
40 sanctified, and 40 filled with the 
Holy Ghost. Numerous healings oc- 
curred. Practically every minister 
in the state took part in some way 
in the meeting, giving their services 
on committees make the camp 
meeting the success it was. We 


will not forget the inspirational 
singing and music that made us 
~~ in the Lord. We can truth- 
fully say our God was present to 
brush our cares aside so we could 
look up. 

The visiting ministers who 
preached were Rev. Elmo Jennings 
and Rev. W. H. Compton, of W. Va.; 
Rev. Roy Douglas, of Georgia; Rev. 
Hollis Green, state youth director 
of W. Va.; Rev. A. L. Roberts, of 
Florida; and Rev. F. W. Goff, form- 
er state overseer of Illinois. Rev. 
Johnnie Owens, representing the 
missions department, preached and 
we saw the great mission field un- 
fold before us. Rev. H. D. Williams, 
Assistant General Overseer; Rev. R. 
L. Platt, Lee College President; Rev. 
Cecil Bridges, Superintendent of 
the Children’s Home—all of these 
ministers blessed us with their mes- 
sages. 

On Wednesday afternoon the 
L. W. W. B. program under the 
direction of Sister Bright, the wife 
of the state overseer, showed great 
strides had been made in the State 
of Virginia. The State L. W. W. B. 
Banner was awarded to the War- 
wick District for the most mioney 


raised during the year. 

Youth day on Saturday, with a 
heart-searching sermon from Rev. 
Cecil Knight, Assistant National 
Youth Director, brought the con- 
gregation to a reconsecration to 

. The skit “Youth Makes a 
Choice,” produced by the Roanoke 
Church, will long be remembered. 
The youth work, under the direc- 
tion of Rev. Paul J. Eure, state 
youth director, has shown great 
improvement during the year. 
Virginia is first in its class in new 
Y.P.E.’s organized, and first in cou- 
pons raised—11,000,000 from this 
state. Nearly three fourths of this 
amount came from the coupon 
King, Jerry Rasnick; and Queen, 
Carolyn Stevens; of Duty, Virginia, 
Church of God, Oakwood District. 

Rev. J. D. Bright. state overseer, 
preached to the camp meeting 
delegates on Sunday afternoon a 
message that we will long remem- 
ber. As we look back to last year, 
we can see crowns of success and 
progress attained in almost every 
department of the church. Many 
would say with me that this great 
camp meeting excelled our fondest 
hopes. —Marvin E. Porter 
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MURRELL 


The Rev. John F. Murrell, an 
honored, ordained minister, passed 
away April 13, 1958, at his residence 
in Bastrop, La. 


NIX 


Rev. George F. Nix, an exhorter 
in the Church of God, died at 
his home, 1304 North Delaware, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, Sunday, 
June 22, 1958. 

—James A. Stephens 


PYLE 


Aunt Polly Pyle of Carrier Mills, 
Illinois, passed away July 15, 1958, 
at the age of 89. She had been 
a Christian for more than 75 years. 
She will be greatly missed by those 
who loved her. The funeral was 
conducted by her pastor, Olen A. 
Greathouse. —Reporter 


RIDINGS 


Stephen L. Ridings, age 14, de- 
parted this life on the morning of 
April 21, 1958, to be with the Lord, 
whom he loved and served. 

Stevie was sick almost all his 
life. Becoming a shut-in at an 
early age, his school days were few 
except with a private teacher when 
he could study. Although he loved 
the companionship of other chil- 
dren, that privilege was also lim- 
ited because of ill health. His toys, 
books and things he could make 
were his companions, and he was 
always busy when his health per- 
mitted. He underwent major sur- 
gery twice and spent a good bit of 
time in the hospital, but no one 
ever heard him compe He was 
bright and cheerful, pired those 
who visited him, loved the Lord, 
and hoped and prayed for his 
healing to the end. He lived years 
longer than the doctors expected; 
in fact, his existence here was a 
miracle, it seemed, but God used 
him to bless others. He was one of 
the most wonderful young people 
I have ever had the privilege to 


know. 

Stevie had been a member of the 
Riverside Church of God since 
early childhood. He had a great de- 
sire to live and work for the Lord. 
He had a vision a year or so be- 
fore he died which a friend put in 
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booklet form to bless many people. 
His desire was to raise money for 
the church work, especially the 
mission cause. He lived with his 
grandparents who loved him de- 
votedly and did all that was hu- 
manly possible for his comfort and 
health. He also leaves to mourn his 
loss, his father, mother, and a lit- 
tle sister, along with a host of 
friends. 

—Rev. G. R. Watson, reporter 


BAILEY 


Rev. George Eston Bailey was 
born May 10, 1896, and died August 
11, 1958. He was a licensed and 
ordained minister in the Church of 
God. For 35 years he served his 
church ably and well as evangelist, 
pastor, and district pastor. His fun- 
eral was conducted by Rev. W. C. 
Byrd, overseer of Tennessee, who 
was assisted by Rev. Kermit Phil- 
lips and R. L. Sifford. The funeral 
was held at the Newport Church 
of God, which he at one time pas- 
tored. He was buried in the Dunn 
Cemetery. He is survived by his 
wife, Gertie Mae Bailey; three sons 
—Everett Lee, Paul E., and Bernie 
R.; four daughters—Mrs. W. H. 
Barnes, Mrs. B. C. Spinks, Mrs. Kyle 
R. Taylor, and Mrs. Arnie Clev- 
enger, Jr.; two brothers—Jack and 
Frank; three sisters—Mrs. George 
Davis, Mrs. Curt Williams, and Mrs. 
Nancy Olberding; and 10 grand- 
children, as well as a host of 
friends and neighbors. 

—Jackie R. Bridges, reporter 


SCOTT 


Rev. G. F. Scott was born October 
17, 1884, in Loundes County, Ga. 
He was married to Miss Eugenia 
Zipperer in 1910. In his youth, Rev. 
Scott accepted the Lord and re- 
ceived the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost January 26, 1918. He united 
with the Church of God in Bethel, 
Ga. Rev. Scott answered the call 
into the ministry, and for several 
— he preached before receiving 

evangelistic license in 1923. Later 
he was ordained by the church. 
Brother Scott served as pastor for 
several churches and served as 
district pastor in various places 
during his ministry. The Church 
of God in Toccoa, Ga. was or- 
ganized by Rev. Scott October 2, 





1938, with 27 members. He was 
one of those charter members. He 
was a faithful worker for the Lord 
and the Church of God but had 
to retire several years ago because 
of his health and age. He was a 
faithful attendant of the South 
Gastonia Church of God and was 
loved by everyone. 

Brother Scott finished his work 
on this earth July 23, 1958. His 
funeral was conducted by Rev. L. 
H. Aultman, former overseer of 
N. C.; Rev. Ray Collins of Wilming- 
ton, N. C., and Rev. A. A. Padgett, 
of Ranlo Church, were speakers 
in the service. Rev. Fred Jump, 
South Gastonia district pastor was 
in charge of the honorary and 
active pall bearers who were selec- 
ted ministers of the State of North 
Carolina. 

Brother Scott could say with 
Paul, “I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith.” 

—A. V. Childers, pastor 


CARDEN 


Rev. E. F. Carden, age 45, de- 
parted this life July 4, 1958. He 
had been a member of the Church 
of God 18 years and was a licensed 
minister nine years. He was pastor 
of Old Davis Town Church of God 
at the time of his death. I have 
worked with Brother Carden for 
the past two years. He was one of 
the most devout Christian ministers 
I have known. 

May the Lord bless Sister Carden 
and the children. 


—Rev. A. V. Coker, district pastor 
SCOTT 
Mrs. Laura Eugenia Scott, 69, 


was born April 17, 1889, in Loundes 
County, Ga., and entered into eter- 
nal rest November 29, 1957. She 
married Rev. G. F. Scott October 
3, 1910. Sister Scott was a faithful 
worker for the Lord and worked 
hand in hand with her companion 
in the ministry. The Lord blessed 
them with 3 sons and 1 daughter: 
Russell, Aubrey, Carlton, and Clyde 
Louise. 

Sister Scott became ill several 
years ago. During her sickness she 
never complained but relived the 
years of her work for the Lord. 
She was a blessing to all those that 
knew her. The Lord called her to 
her eternal rest and 8 months later 
her companion was called to join 


her. —A. V. Childers, pastor 
WwooD 
Sister C. O. Wood, a faithful 


member at the Church of God at 
— Texas, died August 19, 
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By MRS. G. W. AYERS, Portland, Maine 


Memory Verse: “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest 
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth” (3 John 2). 


Monday, October 20 
Scripture, 1 John 1, Blessings 


What greater blessing may one 
receive than to realize just what 
the first verse means to everyone? 
In a land filled with fear, we should 
remember God’s promised blessings 
and look to receive them. We are 
not to doubt His Word nor fear 
that it won’t come to pass. Iread 
somewhere that there are 365 “fear 
nots” in the Bible, one for every 
day in the year, but there are 
many more blessings than that 
pronounced upon the faithful ones. 
We should count our blessings daily. 
We should never take them for 
granted, nor expect them when 
they aren’t deserved. Our express- 
ions of appreciation should ring 
forth to the One who so bountifully 
bestows them. We should be daily 
conscious of our indebtedness to 
Him who gave us our health, food, 
raiment, loved ones, and best of 
all, our hope of heaven through 
Christ. 

Prayer: Father, may we count 
our blessings instead of our ad- 
versities, 


Tuesday, October 21 
Scripture, Psalm 37, Joy 

Isn’t daily joy a wonderful thing? 
We may have it through Christ. 
We are not to fret about people 
who do evil and yet prosper. Re- 
member the words of our Lord, 
“What is that to thee? Follow thou 
me.” Isaiah 51:11 tells us that the 
redeemed shall have _ everlasting 
joy. We who are Christians may 
joyfully look forward to a happy 
future though the present may not 
be pleasant. This now may be a 
battle field, but then a triumphal 
procession; this is now a cross, 
but then a crown. What joy will 
be ours, what happy shouts will 
rise when we have reached our 
long-sought home. 

Prayer: Father, give us a posi- 
tive outlook, not a negative one. 
May we count it ail joy when we 
are tested. 


Wednesday, October 22 
Scripture, Titus 2, Hope 


Our lives are filled with looking 
forward to happy days ahead, to 
joyous family reunions, happy holi- 


day celebrations or relaxing vaca- 
tions. Without these days of anti- 
cipation, life would become dull, 
flat, and monotonous; but we who 
are Christians have a greater hope 
in our hearts. Our looking ahead 
is for heaven. This hope comes 
through Christ, our Savior. Verse 
13 of the above reading expertly 
explains our hope. We should keep 
this hope in our hearts and the 
goal in front of our eyes, looking 
neither to the right nor to the 
left and being enticed by nothing 
until we hear the pearly gates 
click behind us after we have 
entered. In the meantime, let this 
hope brighten our spirits, warm 
our hearts, and conquer each 
earthly desire. 

Prayer: Father, keep the great 
hope as bright in our lives every 
day as the day when we first 
found it. 


Thursday, October 23 
Scripture, Proverbs 28, Happiness 


Every person wants to be happy, 
but happiness means different 
things to different people. A person 
will attempt almost anything to 
be happy. Psalms 144:15 tells us, 
“Happy is that people whose God 
is the Lord.” Man cannot please 
God without finding a large 
amount of happiness for himself. 
He will become an accepted or 
adopted son of God with a promise 
of a home in eternal bliss; what 
more could one want? John 13:17 
says, “If ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them.” 
Verse 14 of the above reading tells 
us the man is happy that feareth 
(God) alway: “but he that hard- 
eneth his heart shall fall into mis- 
chief.” We have God’s promise to 
provide for our earthly needs, and 
the hope, through Christ, of heaven. 
Why shouldn’t we be happy? 

Prayer: Father, we are nkful 
to be happy in Thee now, and our 
happiness is enlarged by the re- 
membrance that it will be complete 
when we reach heaven. 


Friday, October 24 
Scripture, Philippians 4, Content- 
ment 

Paul stated in the verse 11 that 
he had learned to be content in 
whatsoever state he found himself. 


In 2 Tim. 6:6-8, he tells us to be 
content with food and raiment. 
In Luke 3:14, John the Baptist 
told his new converts to be con- 
tent with their wages. Proverbs 
15:16 says, “Better is a little with 
the fear of the Lord than great 
treasure and trouble therewith.” 
1 Tim. 6:6 says, “But godliness 
with contentment is great gain.” 
I read of two kinds of discontent, 
one works and the other wrings its 
hands; the first gets what it wants 
and the other loses what it had. 
However, the contentment that the 
Lord wants us to enjoy is freedom 
from fear, frustration, and disap- 
pointment when we aren’t able to 
“Ke “p up with the Jones.” 

Prayer: Father, help us never 
to mistake indifference and com- 
placency for contentment, but let 
us be truly content in thee. 


Saturday, October 25 
Scripture, Romans 8, Assurance 

An object may be held tightest 
in one’s closed hand, and it re- 
quires greater effort to take it 
from the hand than from any 
other part of the body. Try holding 
a marble, or any small article, in 
your hand and ask someone to 
try to take it from you! Isn’t it 
wonderful to know that we are 
in God’s hand and that nothing 
can separate us from His love? 
His promises are ours! We are 
His! This assurance is exhilarating 
and lovely! 2 Timothy 1:12 adds, 
“For I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto him against that day” 
How the joy leaps in our hearts 
when we realize that salvation is 
ours. We have the hope of seeing 
our Saviour and enjoying heaven, 
and we have the assurance from 
His Word that it is ours! What 
more could we ask? 

Prayer: Father, we’re grateful 
for Thy Word that assures victory 
through Christ Jesus, Thy Son. 








Jesus made work sacred. He 
talked about a farmer planting 
seed, a carpenter building a house, 
a shepherd tending his sheep, a 
commercial fisherman at work. He 
blessed the work of man and made 
it a sacred rite at God’s altar. If 
we turn it over to Him He will bless 
it, and the efforts of our hands 
will find praise in His sight. 

Denson, N. Franklin, 

Faith for These Troubled Times 

(The Fleming H. Revell Co.) 
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A NEW CHRISTMAS ANGEL by Melrose Wheeler. A Christmas 
Play in two acts with seven female characters and two male 
characters. Scene takes place in widow’s living room on Christ- 
mas Eve. Simple, easy to understand. Price 50c 


JOY TO THE WORLD by LaVose Wallin. Beautiful story told 
through tableaux, short contemporary play, Scripture and carols. 

It highlights the fascinating story of an indifferent young 
man who came face to face with the Christ of Christmas in a 
dream ... Applies the Christian message to an individual life 
. .. minimum of memorization and rehearsal. Time, 114 hours. 
12 copies are required for a production. 30c 


GOD’S SUPREME GIFT by LaVose Wallin. A series of tableaux 
depicting the five key scenes of the Christmas story which blend 
into a contemporary home scene. The entire production is inter- 
laced with Scripture and familiar Christmas carols. Uses children 
of each age group and is adaptable to any size school. Requires 
a minimum of memorization and rehearsal. Time 1 hour. 10 copies 
are required for a production. 30c 


THE SCARLET RIBBON—A Christmas play-pageant in three 
parts. 15 characters. Price 40c 


THE TOUCH OF THE CHRIST CHILD—A Christmas play in three 
acts. There are seven main speaking characters, Mary and “oseph, 
wise men. an angel, and a choir. 20 pages. Time: Act 1, 6 p.m. 
on Christmas Eve; Act 2, the night Jesus was born; Acts 3, on 
hour after close of Act 1. Price 50c 


THE CHRISTMAS ORPHANS—A play in one act—4 boys, 4 girls. 
Time. 25 minutes. The five Dale children who, since the recent 
death of their father, have lived in the shadow of the orphans’ 
home, conceive the idea of making Christmas merry for the un- 
sociable bachelor who lives next door. In his house, brightened 
by their decorations and gifts they get the happiest surprise 
of their lives and find a real home awaiting them. Price 50c 


JOYFUL AND TRIUMPHANT—A Christmas pageant. 11 main 
characters and wise men, shepherds, choir, herald angels. Plays 
about 30 or 40 minutes. 11 pages. Price 40c 


STAR IN THE EAST—A Christmas pageant in 2 episodes with 
16 characters. 15 pages. Price 40c 


ROOM FOR A KING—A play for Christmas in one act for 10 
men and 7 women. 13 pages. Price 40c 


NOBODY’S CHILD—A Christmas pageant which has, for its motive, 
the thought of the reality of the birth of Christ. Time of playing 
about 45 minutes. 16 pages. Price 40c 


FOLLOW THE STAR—A Christmas pageant with words and music 
for young people and adults. 20 pages. Price 40c 


THE GUEST AT THE INN—Six characters. One scene. 10 mes. 
Price 

JAKE SNYDER’S CHRISTMAS—A Christmas play, in two scenes, 
for young people and adults. 20 pages. Price 40c 


ON THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM—A nativity play for young 
folks. 23 pages. Price 40c 


ISTMAS EVERYWHERE—An entertainment of reading, song 
and tableau, for 14 or more characters. 10 pages. Price 40c 


THE HAPPIEST CHRISTMAS—A one-act play for Junior High— 
4 boys and 9 girls. Price 40c 
THE CAROL OF THE WORLD—A one-act Christmas play in two 
scenes, for 3 M, 1 W, and Choir. Price 50c 


THE CONTRITE SPIRIT—A Christmas drama for 2 men, 3 women, 
playing with musical interludes about an hour, telling the story 
of Christ’s birth from an entirely new and dramatic angle. Zillah, 
lame daughter of Nathaniel and Anna, and David, son of Aaron 
and Rachel, have fallen in love. A well-constructed play that has 
kept the mysterious and reverent feeling of the occasion. Price 50c 


A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR NANCY—2 W, 1 Boy. Time, 25 minutes. 
Nancy Tavers, yo vigorous, loving her job, loving life, and 
most of all loving John, meets with an accident which makes 
her a wheel-chair invalid. She becomes bitter, even resenting 
the approaching Christmas season. It’s a long time before her 
courage returns, but once it does, the whole pattern of her life 
changes. Price 50c 


CHRISTMAS CAROL BOOKLET 15c 
LET US TELL THE STORY 25c 
MESSAGE FROM THE MANGER 40c 


THE YOUNG FOLKS CHRISTMAS BOOK—A collection of Christ- 
mas recitations, monologues, songs, dramatized readings, pageants 
musical plays, plays and comedies for pupils from the fourth 
to the eighth grades. 128 pages. Price 75¢ 


TELLING THE CHRISTMAS STORY—(A Complete Program in 
Two Parts) Price 25c 


CHRISTMAS 


PLAYS 
AND PROGRAMS 


TWO PARAMOUNT CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS (In His Name— 
A Complete Christmas Program and Pageant) and (The Message 
of the Light—A Candlelight Service) Price 35c 


THE SILVER STAR OF CHRISTMAS—Nativity play in one act 
and 2 scenes, 3 M, 5 W, Time 25 min. Shelah, a lovely young 
handmaiden to King Herod’s queen hails with joy the birth of 
the Messiah, for whose advent she and her people have waited 
so long. Learning from her friend, Nathan, the scribe, that Herod 
is trying to find the Christ child’s birthplace in order to destroy 
Him, she sacrifices her position at court in her efforts to send 
@ warning to the three wise men that would have His life. In 
the end, she and Nathan set out for the manger to worship 
the new King. Price 50c 


THE SHINING STAR—A simple but dramatically effective Na- 
tivity play, based on the Biblical account. Two scenes are laid 
at the inn at Bethlehem; one scene on a hillside outside the 
city, where shepherds and wise men see the shining star. About 
a. characters, with carol singers or small choir, are a 

ce 3. 


THE INN AT BETHLEHEM—Act 1 of this new Christmas play 
takes place at the Nativity, in the humble stable at Bethlehem. 
Act 2 takes place forty years later, with the same characters 
showing the influence of Christ on their lives. Price 35c¢ 


ABINGDON CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS—A fresh collection of 
varied, effective program resources for teachers, ministers, and 
pupils. Part 1 brings three full-length programs, two plays, and 
a pageant. Other parts contain special services and programs, 
tableaux and pantomimes, stories and poems. All are designed 
to emphasize the true meaning of Christmas to people of all 
ages. Price 35c 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM HANDBOOKS NOS. 1, 2 and 3—A col- 
lection of recitations, exercises, dialogues, readings, and one- 
act plays. Price 35c 
THE SHEPHERDS AND THE WISE MEN 50c 


TWO PARAMOUNT CHRISTMAS SPECIALS 25c 


WHEREVER THE STAR SHINES—A Christmas pageant taking 
—_ one hour. Easily produced in a church or school. 11 pages. 
ce 40c 


TWO CHRISTMAS READINGS—NO ROOM IN THE INN and SHE 
WANTED TO WRITE. Price 40c 
TEN GOOD CHRISTMAS PANTOMIMES—30 pages. Price 75c 
THE PARAMOUNT CHRISTMAS BOOK, No. 17. Contains reci- 
tations, exericses, dialogues, drills, pantomimes, readings, acros- 
tics, pageant, playlet, and songs. 63 pages. Price 40c 
CHRISTMAS PLAYS FOR ALL AGES—A book containing 9 plays. 
63 pages. Price 60c 
BIBLICAL CHRISTMAS PLAYS FOR CHILDREN—Five short plays 
for all ages of children for church, school, or home, Price  40c 
THE CANDLE IN THE WINDOW—A one-act Christmas play. 
26 pages. Price 50c 
BEGGARS CAN’T BE CHOOSERS—A Christmas play for 8 women 
and 1 man. 22 pages. Price 50c 
THE SHEPHERD OF BETHLEHEM—A one-act Christmas play 
for 8 boys and 8 girls. 34 pages. Price 50c 
MEIGS CHRISTMAS SELECTIONS, No. 16 and 17—A collection 
of recitations, exercises, pantomimes, readings, story, Christmas 
devotionals, tableaux, playlets, Christmas carols, and candlelight- 
ing service. 48 pages. Price 40c 
AND SO THEY CAME TO BETHLEHEM—A pageant in fine table- 
aux. 16 pages. Price 40c 


ONLY A BRIGHT GIFT (A miracle Play for the Christmas Season 
in Two Scenes). Price 50c 


PRIZE-WINNING CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS. Price 60c 
THE WORLD’S BEST CHRISTMAS CAROLS 40c 
A LIGHT IN MY WINDOW (A Christmas Pageant) 40c 
A CHRISTMAS PEACE PANTOMIME 35¢ 


CHRISTMAS HELPER NO. 56—A wide selection of material in 
recitations and playlets suitable for Beginners, Primaries, Juniors 
and Intermediates. Price 40c 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM HELPER NO. 9—Exercises, candlelight 
services, songs, pageants and recitations. 48 pages. Price Ic 


THE CHRISTMAS STORY—A Christmas Carol Service. All you 
need is a good narrator and a group for the carols. A unique 
way of presenting the Christmas Story. Price 20c 


THE LONG ROAD TO BETHLEHEM—A three-act play for 8 men, 
3 women and extras if desired. Six copies required. Price 40c 


CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 922 MONTGOMERY AVENUE CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 

















